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2012 Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Winter 
2012 Grantmaking Outlook Webinars 
Four nonprofit sessions covering arts, education, health, and human services 

Year-Round 
Effective Grantmaking Series 
Seven comprehensive programs on responsible grantmaking practices 

Giving Forum: 2012 Issues 
• Winter: Addressing Poverty’s Interconnected Causes 

• Spring: Community Foundations: From Rural to Urban 
• Summer: Collaboration: Accomplishing More Together 

• Fall: Dos and Don’ts of Grantseeking and Grantmaking 

Spring/Fall 
Grantseeking Seminars 
Two nuts-and-bolts seminars for nonprofit grantseekers 

Summer 
Annual Membership Celebration 

Fall 
MCF/MCN Joint Annual Conference 
Save November 1-2 and watch for more details! 

Winter 2013 
Annual Meeting of Members 

Special Grantmaker Interests 
National Center for Family Philanthropy Partnership 

Global Grantmaking Institute 

 
For more details on MCF 2012 Sponsorship Opportunities,  
visit www.mcf.org/advertise 



 

2012 GRANTMAKING OUTLOOK WEBINARS 
 

In January and February 2012, MCF will deliver 
its annual Outlook report with a new, in-depth 
twist. This year, nonprofit staff and volunteers 
and grantmakers can choose from one of four 
Outlook webinars that fits their interests – 
whether that’s Arts, Education, Health or Human 
Services. 
Each webinar will report details from MCF’s 
2012 Outlook survey – which this year includes 
predictions from more than 100 grantmakers 
who represent 75 percent of Minnesota’s annual 
philanthropic giving. Then, each session will 
examine the forecast by subject area, and 
grantmaker speakers will reflect on the meaning 
of upcoming changes. 
Electronic marketing materials will reach the 
statewide nonprofit community. Be part of this 
effort to increase philanthropic transparency and 
build bridges between the nonprofit and 
grantmaking sectors. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs 
at 612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 
 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

OUTLOOK  
WEBINARS 

SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$2,500 

SUPPORTER 
$1,500 

Logo and name 
featured:  

Includes program  
web pages and  
e-mail promotions 

 

 
(all four 

webinars) 

 

 
(two 

webinars) 

 

 
(one webinar, 

name only) 

Opportunity to 
welcome 
attendees and 
introduce 
webinar 

   

 
 



 

EFFECTIVE GRANTMAKING SERIES 
 

The Effective Grantmaking Series is a suite of 
seven comprehensive educational programs on 
topics fundamental to the sound practice of 
responsible and effective philanthropy.  
Offered throughout 2012, the sessions are 
geared toward those who are relatively new to 
philanthropy, as well as to more experienced 
grantmakers who want to keep up-to-date on the 
most current information, resources and trends.  
The programs are open to MCF members and 
non-member grantmakers. They may be taken 
individually or as a series. 
The series is a perfect sponsorship opportunity for 
grantmakers and others who care about 
professional development in the field of 
philanthropy and who want recognition for their 
support throughout the whole year. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs at 
612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 

 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

EFFECTIVE 
GRANTMAKING 

SERIES 

PREMIER 
SPONSOR
$10,000 

SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$3,000 

SUPPORTER 
$1,000 

Logo and 
name featured:     

Promotional 
postcard 
(mailed to 
member and 
nonmember 
grantmakers) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(name only) 

 

MCF Member 
e-mail 
promotion 

  
(name only) 

  

MCF Member  
e-newsletter 
announcements 

 
(name only)  

(name only) 
  

Program  
web page  
(with link) 

   
(name only)  

(name only) 
Meeting 
materials     

(name only) 
 

(name only) 

Welcome and 
introduction of 
speaker     

Complimentary 
registrations 
(for program(s)  
of sponsor’s 
choice) 

5 2 1 1 

 
 



 

GIVING FORUM
 
Giving Forum is a unique source of information 
on a topic essential to nonprofits: grantmaking. 
Published quarterly, Giving Forum features 
original in-depth articles that explore current 
giving issues, perspectives of Minnesota funders, 
and research conducted by MCF.  
 
Popular sections in each issue include: online 
resources, funding trends, staffing changes, 
professional development opportunities, recent 
grant awards, and grantmaking news. 
 
 
Wide Readership 
Giving Forum’s 15,500 recipients include 
managers and staff of a wide range of 
nonprofits, including education, youth, health 
and human services, public policy, arts and 
culture, the environment, international affairs and 
religious organizations; all leaders and staff of 
Minnesota’s top foundations and corporate 
giving programs; nonprofit sector consultants; 
government officials; and other community 
leaders.  
 
 
Giving Forum Sponsorships 
MCF’s Giving Forum publication provides 
valued, trusted content. Associating your brand 
with ours is an excellent investment for anyone 
marketing to nonprofits and grantmakers in 
Minnesota. 

 

Sponsor Benefits  

Issue Date Materials 
Deadline 

Publication 
Date 

Winter December 1 January 
Spring March 1 April 
Summer June 1 July 
Fall September 1 October 

GIVING FORUM SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$3,000 

SUPPORTER 
$1,000 

Front-page 
recognition in 
sponsored issue 

Name, logo 
& brief 

description 

Name & logo Name only 

Complimentary 
Giving Forum ad 

1/4 page 
(with added 
orange or 

blue) 

1/8 page 
(with added 
orange or 

blue) 

Business card 
ad 

Complimentary 
copies 

50 30 10 

Web recognition  
on Giving Forum 
pages on mcf.org  

Logo Logo Name only 

E-newsletter 
recognition in MCF 
Notes and Giving 
Memo issues that 
highlight Giving 
Forum 

Logo Name 
only 

 

For more information:  
Contact Wendy Wehr, 612.335.3597, wwehr@mcf.org 
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Covering Minnesota 
philanthropy 
news by and for  
grantmakers, givers 
and nonprofits.

F A L L  2 0 1 1
VOLUME 34 / #4

Anonymous Giving

In the Top Ten

Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies
Minnesota’s Largest Grantmaker:  
Gearing Up and Making Gifts

FEATURES

Page 2: Commentary: Listen First, 
Then Lead

Page 3: Giving Trends: Private 
Independent Foundations Dedicated  
to Minnesota

Page 4: Voices in Philanthropy: Otto 
Bremer Foundation and The CCP  
Foundation 

Page 5: Voices in Philanthropy: 
Northwest Area Foundation

Page 6: Voices in Philanthropy: John S. 
& James L. Knight Foundation

Page 9: Minnesota Blacks in 
Philanthropy

Page 10: Giving Stories: WCA 
Foundation

Page 11: Giving Stories: Jerome 
Foundation

DEPARTMENTS

Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

People . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

News in Brief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Contributions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

In April 2011, the American Swedish Institute (ASI) broke ground on the Nelson Cultural Cen-
ter, part of a campus expansion. The Anne Ray Charitable Trust is making a $4 million grant 
toward construction. Attending were Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak (second from left), Paul 
Busch, president, Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies (fourth from left), representatives from ASI 
and others.

This issue of Giving Forum focuses 
on private independent foundations, 
including Minnesota’s largest, the 
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation.
Private independent foundations:

• Make grants based on charitable en-
dowments and are typically endowed 
by a single individual or family. 

• Are considered independent if they 
do not have active donor (or family) 
involvement.

• Are committed to public purposes 
although their assets often result from 
private endeavors.

• May be less restricted by family 
oversight than family foundations, 
less driven by corporate concerns 
than corporate foundations, and less 
constrained by fundraising than com-
munity foundations.

For more information, visit www.mcf.
org/nonprofits/what-is-a-foundation

To read an issue of Giving Forum 
focused on family giving, visit www. 
mcf.org/news/giving-forum/fall-2010

Thanks to Our Sponsor!

Knight Foundation supports transformational ideas that promote  
quality journalism, advance media innovation, engage communities 
and foster the arts. The foundation believes that democracy thrives 

when people and communities are informed and engaged.  
For more, visit KnightFoundation.org.



 

 
Winter 2012: 
Addressing Poverty’s  
Interconnected Causes 
According to the latest census, almost 12 percent 
of Minnesotans now live in poverty, twice the 
rate of a decade ago. The Winter issue will 
feature grantmakers who are addressing the 
complex, interconnected issues that surround 
poverty, including inferior education, insufficient 
job training, high unemployment, inadequate 
housing, and rising health- and child-care costs. 
 
 
Spring 2012: 
Community Foundations:  
From Rural to Urban 
Community foundations are essential to the 
vitality of Minnesota, from densely populated city 
neighborhoods, sprawling suburbs and small 
towns, to sparsely populated rural areas 
between. The Spring issue will highlight the 
state’s geographic and population-based 
community foundations focused on food systems, 
transportation networks, educational 
opportunities, immigrant communities, the aging 
population and more.  
 
 

 
Summer 2012: 
Collaboration: Accomplishing More 
Together 
When foundations, nonprofits, companies, 
government agencies, and diverse community 
residents work together, great progress can be 
made. The Summer issue will focus on 
collaborations and alliances that are using 
innovative strategies to achieve common goals in 
our communities.    
 
 
Fall 2012: 
Dos and Don’ts of Grantseeking  
and Grantmaking 
Nonprofits and foundations alike want to achieve 
maximum efficiency in the process of obtaining and 
awarding grants. The Fall issue will examine how 
grantmakers and nonprofits can work with each other 
to achieve the best possible outcomes. It will include 
profiles of program officers and other foundation staff 
members who are responsible for grantmaking, as 
well as perspectives from nonprofit professionals with 
first-hand grantseeking experience. 

Giving Forum 2012 Editorial Calendar 
 



 

GRANTSEEKING SEMINARS 
 

Each year MCF provides a comprehensive 
introduction to the basics of grantseeking and 
grantwriting for development staff, volunteers 
and others with nonprofit fundraising 
responsibilities.  
Each spring and fall program will feature an 
interactive presentation with a leading expert on 
researching and writing grant proposals, plus a 
panel discussion with Minnesota grantmakers. 
More than 10,000 people in Minnesota’s 
nonprofit sector will receive multiple promotional 
messages, including MCF’s Giving Forum 
newspaper, a promotional postcard and 
electronic communications. 
 
Sponsoring MCF grantseeking seminars is an 
excellent way to demonstrate your commitment 
to advancing the nonprofit community. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs 
at 612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

GRANTSEEKING 
SEMINARS 

SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$3,000 

SUPPORTER 
$1,500 

Sponsorship 
recognition with 
logo and name:  

Includes all print 
marketing 
materials, program 
web page,  
e-mail promotions, 
program agenda  

 
 

 
(both 

seminars) 

 
 

 
(one 

seminar) 

 
 

 
(one seminar, 
name only) 

Opportunity to 
welcome 
attendees and 
introduce 
program 

    
 

Marketing piece 
inserted in 
attendee packet  
(provided by 
sponsor) 

   
 

 
 



 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CELEBRATION 
 
Members love this chance to take a breath, 
relax, and enjoy at MCF’s Annual Membership 
Celebration. This summer event is a great 
chance to meet up with old friends, make some 
new acquaintances, and socialize with fellow 
grantmakers in an informal setting.  
We have heard from members that this is an 
event not to be missed! 
Share your appreciation for grantmakers and 
celebrate philanthropy’s accomplishments by 
signing up to sponsor the MCF Annual 
Membership Celebration today! 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs 
at 612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 
 
 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

ANNUAL  
MEMBERSHIP 
CELEBRATION 

SPONSOR 
$2,000 

PARTNER 
$1,000 

SUPPORTER 
$500 

Logo and name 
featured: 

   

MCF member 
electronic promotion  

  

MCF member  
e-newsletter 
announcements 
(name only) 

   
 

Annual Membership 
Celebration web page  
(with link) 

   
(name only) 

Annual Membership 
Celebration welcome   

  

 

 



 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 
 
The 2012 Annual Meeting of Members will 
bring together staff and trustees of foundations 
and corporate giving programs from across the 
state of Minnesota. 
 
Planned for January of 2013, this yearly event is 
an excellent opportunity for MCF members to 
reflect on accomplishments from the year just 
past, as well as articulate goals for the future.  
Marketing materials for the Annual Meeting of 
Members will reach more than 1,700 individuals 
including staff members, directors and trustees of 
MCF member organizations. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Bill King at 
612.335.3557 or bking@mcf.org. 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

ANNUAL MEETING SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$3,000 

SUPPORTER 
$1,000 

Logo and name 
featured: 

   

Member electronic 
promotion  

  

Annual Meeting web 
page (with link)    

(name only) 
Meeting materials     

(name only) 

Annual Meeting 
welcome and 
introduction of 
speaker 

 
  

Complimentary 
registrations 

2 2 1 

 

 



 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY PHILANTHROPY 
PARTNERSHIP 
 
MCF is pleased to continue its partnership with 
the National Center for Family Philanthropy 
(NCFP), an essential resource dedicated 
exclusively to families who give and those who 
work with them. 
Through this partnership, MCF provides access 
to NCFP’s trusted and timely information on 
family philanthropy strategies. Monthly 
teleconferences feature discussions on choosing 
a philanthropic agenda, succession planning 
and much more. And the Family Philanthropy 
Online Knowledge Center (FP Online) provides 
access to a comprehensive collection of 
resources related to family philanthropy. 
Consider sponsoring the NCFP Partnership – it’s 
a resource that MCF family philanthropists truly 
appreciate as they strive to become more 
effective grantmakers. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs 
at 612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 

Sponsor Benefits 

 NATIONAL CENTER FOR  
FAMILY PHILANTHROPY 

SPONSOR 
$4,000  

Recognition as Minnesota 
sponsor of NCFP online and  
NCFP teleconferences in all MCF 
program listings 

 

Featured in MCF e-newsletter  
Name and logo on MCF’s  
NCFP web page   

 



 

GLOBAL GRANTMAKING INSTITUTE 
 
In 2012 MCF plans to partner with the national 
Council on Foundations to offer the Global 
Grantmaking Institute (GGI), which introduces 
new and up-and-coming grantmakers to best 
practices and leading-edge concepts in global 
giving.  
Designed by seasoned experts in global 
philanthropy, GGI is a first-of-its-kind program 
that fosters field-wide skills and leadership. 
Intended primarily for corporate and foundation 
staff and trustees currently engaged in or 
planning to start international giving, GGI is also 
a useful refresher for grantmakers who want to 
boost their expertise in addressing complex 
global problems.  
Topics include: 

• Best practices and concepts of deliberate 
leadership for tackling complex global 
issues 

• Trends in global philanthropy 
• Understanding legal and regulatory 

matters 
• Partnering with communities to maximize 

effect 
• Evaluating impact and incorporating new 

knowledge 
• Preparing yourself and your foundation 

for global giving 

Participation in GGI will provide new insights 
and knowledge as well as invaluable 
connections with local peers doing similar work. 
Sponsors of this new educational programming 
can capitalize on the opportunity to connect their 
name with this fast-growing global interest area. 
 
For more on this sponsorship 
opportunity, contact Stephanie Jacobs 
at 612.335.3556 or sjacobs@mcf.org. 

Sponsor Benefits 
 

GLOBAL 
GRANTMAKING 

INSTITUTE 

SPONSOR 
$5,000 

PARTNER 
$3,000 

SUPPORTER 
$1,000 

Logo and name 
featured: 

   

MCF member 
electronic promotion  

  

Program web page  
(with link)    

(name only) 
Meeting materials     

(name only) 

Complimentary 
registrations 

2 2 1 

 

 



      
 
 
 2012 MCF Sponsorship Form 

  

 

 

 

 

Over >>>> 

2012 GRANTMAKING OUTLOOK WEBINARS 

   Sponsor ($5,000) (all four webinars) 

   Partner ($2,500) (two webinars, choose two below) 

   Supporter ($1,500) (one webinar, choose one below) 

  Arts 
  Education 
  Health 
  Human Services 

 
EFFECTIVE GRANTMAKING SERIES 

 Premier Sponsor ($10,000)      Sponsor ($5,000)      Partner ($3,000)      Supporter ($1,000) 

GIVING FORUM 

Choose one: 
  Winter Issue: Addressing Poverty’s Interconnected Causes 
  Spring Issue: Community Foundations: From Rural to Urban 
  Summer Issue: Collaboration: Accomplishing More Together 
  Fall Issue: Dos and Don’ts of Grantseeking and Grantmaking 

   Sponsor ($5,000)               Partner ($3,000)               Supporter ($1,000) 

GRANTSEEKING SEMINARS  

   Sponsor ($5,000) (both seminars) 

   Partner ($3,000) (one seminar, choose one below) 

   Supporter ($1,500) (one seminar, choose one below) 
  Grantseeking Seminar – April 2012 (tentative) 
  Grantseeking Seminar – October 2012 (tentative) 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CELEBRATION 

   Sponsor ($2,000)               Partner ($1,000)               Supporter ($500) 

ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 

   Sponsor ($5,000)               Partner ($3,000)               Supporter ($1,000) 



 

Organization __________________________________________________________________ 

Contact person  ________________________________________________________________  

Title  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________ Fax ________________________________________ 

E-mail  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment method:    Check enclosed.     Please send me an invoice. 

 
 Please fax, or scan and email your completed sponsorship form to 612.337.5089 or lmiller-shiell@mcf.org. 
  
 Or mail your form with payment to:  
 Minnesota Council on Foundations 
 Attn: Lori Miller-Shiell 
 100 Portland Avenue South, Suite 225 
 Minneapolis, MN 55401-2575 
  
 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY PHILANTHROPY PARTNERSHIP 

   Sponsor ($4,000) 

GLOBAL GRANTMAKING INSTITUTE 

   Sponsor ($5,000)               Partner ($3,000)               Supporter ($1,000) 

SPONSOR AND PAYMENT INFORMATION 




